
Minutes of Berry's Creek Technical Advisory Group 

January 23, 1985 

The first meeting of the TAG subsequent to the signing of the Cooperative 
Agreement took place at the Hackensack Meadowlands Development Commission (HMDC) 
Environment Center. The following people were in attendance: Hank Garie (NJDEP), 
Richard Dime (NJDEP), Dick Lee (Corps/WES), Bob Will (Corps/NY District), 
Art Slesinger (Morton/Thiokol), Chuck Hanson (Velsicol), George Harvell (Velsicol), 
Fred Ziegler (ERM, Southeast), Paul Galluzzi (HMDC), Oksana Yaremko (Corps/NY 
District) Joe Maher (NJDEP), and Larry Schmidt (NJDEP). 

Mr. Schmidt in his capacity as Executive Secretary of the TAG opened the 
meeting with a brief review of the TAG responsibilities and introductions of 
the members present. The first agenda item involved the organizational structure 
of TAG and how the group planned to operate. Mr. Schmidt asked the two industry 
representatives for letters of formal designation to the TAG. Mr. Hanson 
indicated that George Harvell will be the Velsicol representative and 
Mr. Slesinger indicated that Fred Ziegler would be the Morton Thiokol represen
tative. It was noted that Mr. John Ciancia of the EPA's Edison Lab will be 
a non-voting ex-officio member of TAG. Mr. Ciancia could not attend the 
January 23, 1985 meeting because of a conflict. 

The following matters were agreed upon with respect to the structure 
of TAG: 

1) TAG members may designate alternates to attend meetings and vote 
in the place of the member. 

2) Voting will be by a simple majority of those present at a TAG meeting. 

3) In the event that two or more votes are cast in opposition to the 
majority position, provisions can be made for minority reports. 

/ 4) The USEPA will be a non-voting ex-offico member of the TAG. 

5) If there is a need to vote on a matter outside of a regular TAG 
meeting, the Executive Secretary may poll TAG members via the telephone. 

6) Members of the TAG may be asked to review and comment on materials 
sent by the Executive Secretary on behalf of the Site Action Committee (SAC) 
or the Project Manager. When comments are received from TAG members, the 
Executive Secretary will synthesize the comments and copy all members of 
TAG. 

7) Dates of TAG meetings will be governed primarily by the critical 
path of the RI/FS process with a minimum of four meetings per year. 

8) Meetings will be held at the HMDC Environment Center with the option 
of the members to rotate sites. 

9) The Executive Secretary will prepare summary minutes in draft form 
and circulate them to TAG members for final approval at the following meeting. 

10) The meetings will be conducted by the Executive Secretary. 
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Mr. Schmidt 
asked Joe Maher of DEP to give an overview of the Cooperative Agreement. Mr. Maher 
proceeded to go through the major areas of the Agreement including a definition 
of geographic area covered, the scope of RI/FS, and contracting procedure. Joe 
explained the concept of the DEP's term feasibility contract and indicated that 
Hazardous Site Mitigation Administration (HSMA) is in the process of rebidding 
the term contract and the new short list may be in place by April of 1985. Joe 
further explained the financial commitments of the two industries and the 
independent routine monitoring requirements for Berry's Creek. Finally, Joe 
summarized the SAC meeting of November 29. The draft minutes will be made 
available to TAG members very shortly. 

On several occasions during Mr. Maher's presentation members present 
entered into a group discussion. Matters discussed included the selection 
of a contractor, potential conflicts with contractors that had been used 
previously either by Velsicol or Morton Thiokol, selection of a qualified 
laboratory and the necessity to ensure a good QA/QC program. The group 
decided that it would be appropriate for laboratory experts from the DEP 
and Velsicol Chemical to work together in order to screen environmental 
laboratories for the capability to perform the highly complex testing of 
mercury compounds. The group will report back to TAG with a short list of 
qualified laboratories. Dr. Lee advised the group that he is aware of a 
manual prepared by Dr. Russ Plum of EPA on sampling techniques for sediments 
and dredged material. Dr. Lee indicated that he could get a copy of this 
document and make it available to Dr. Ziegler for inclusion in Task I . 

Hank Garie of DEP's Office of Science and Research made a presentation 
on Task IV, research. He indicated that the research component could be 
very important in future decision-making on the remedial action.^ The research 
could tell us why mercury is behaving the way it is in the Berry s Creek 
system. Hank summarized the three recently completed research projects 
sponsored by his office. The projects included the chemical form of mercury, 
biomethylation and bioaccumulation in the food chain. The results of the 
research projects varied in terms of the quality of the work resu s 
achieved thus far. Of the three research projects, Dr. Bartha s work on 
biomethylation seemed to be the most promising for continued research. The 
role of marshes and the transportation of mercury was agreed upon as a 
necessary future research qustion. Are the marshes acting as sinks or 
exporters of mercury? TAG agreed that the research tasks should get underway 
as soon as possible. The two greatest problems in terms of timing on the 
research effort will be with contracting process and seasonal requirements 
to collect data. Hank asked the TAG members to define ""arch 
and assist In structuring research projects. Dr. Lee ^"dd^ess 

, .,,11 innL hack at the EIS scope and see how research could adores 

q^st'n. Paul Galluzzi reminded the group of the HMDC zoning implications 
in considering marshes over the long term. 

7i ad er of ERM Southeast concluded the meeting with a discussion 
of Task I £*£ he 
Search and Background Investigation. Fred reterrea 



which was distributed to the TAG members in December 1984. The discussion of 
Task I centered around methods of organization information and wide range of 
data available. Chuck Hanson expressed some concern on limiting the size of 
the data base so as to define the issues related to Berry's Creek and not 
completing a search of the entire universe of information on Mercury. Fred 
also discussed such things as data retrieval compatibility between ERM and 
DEP and the need to coordinate geographic information on a common coordinate 
base. It was also mentioned that it could be very beneficial in" progressing 
Task I and IV if selected members of the TAG were to meet with the WES people 
in Vicksburg, Mississippi. Mr. Ziegler will coordinate those meetings 
separate from the formal activities of TAG. Hank Garie indicated that he 
thought the greatest need under Task I would be to assemble the site specific 
data and information on sampling and analysis for mercury. He felt that this 
would be helpful for Task IV. 

The meeting concluded with some general discussions and a recap of 
progress made to date. 
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Submitted by: Lawrence Schmidt 


